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Upon meeting this couple, one thing is 
clear—they are not only passionate 

about their professions, they prioritize 
family and live life to the fullest. Meet Matt 
Janess and Tomi Jo Lynch. Together, they 
are quite a team. They met four years 
ago by chance and hit it off on their first 
date. The two quickly found they had 
similar passions and Matt also being a San 
Francisco 49er fan pretty much sealed the 
deal. Their relationship blossomed from 
there.
Twin daughters Austen and Avery, 12, are 
the center of their world. Achieving life 
balance is something they always strive for. 
And they do it with a little help from their 
family and friends.
Matt is a local Realtor® with Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices Drysdale 
Properties. He grew up in Martinez, CA 
and his background is in hotel hospitality 
and event planning. Hailing from the 
Bay Area, he spent several years in Las 
Vegas working for places like the Venetian 
and Palazzo Hotels. He then worked 
for a large corporation that produces 
conventions, tradeshows, and events. As a 
child, Matt watched his father work hard, 
make informed financial decisions and 
retire before the age of 50.  This impacted 
Matt in a big way as he realized the value 
of working hard, investing wisely and 
planning for a prosperous future.
Matt loves doing anything that involves 
the great outdoors. He enjoys hiking and 
swimming. He was a swim coach at Reno 
Aquatics and currently teaches aquafit 
classes at St. Mary’s Fitness Center. He’s 
the only snowboarder in the family and 
wouldn’t have it any other way.
Throughout the years, he landed in Reno 
several times before tackling one of his 
biggest passions—real estate. Helping 
others and providing excellent customer 
service is something Matt is extremely 
passionate about and takes very seriously. 
Being a Realtor turned out to be a good 
move as he absolutely loves his profession 
and without moving here, he would have 
never met Tomi Jo.
Tomi Jo grew up here and is a Managing 
Director of SVN®|Gold Dust Commercial 
Associates, specializing in industrial 
properties with a focus on landlord 
representation. She is no stranger to 
commercial real estate. With a father that 
was a commercial broker and a mother 
that was a commercial real estate and 
construction defect attorney, at a young 
age dinner conversation often turned 
to commercial real estate transactions 
or potential family investments. After 
graduating from Carson High School, she 
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enrolled in the University of Colorado, Boulder because of their 
outstanding business school and commercial real estate program. 
While attending college, she worked for a local commercial 
brokerage firm and soon realized this was her passion.
Shortly thereafter she returned to Reno and was hired by a 
local brokerage firm where she assisted in all facets of marketing, 
business development and transaction coordination. About three 
years later, she joined her father’s team after much deliberation. 
She heavily weighed the pros and cons until a friend who had 
recently lost her father noted she would do anything to spend 
just one more day with her father. That turned the decision 
into a no brainer for Tomi Jo and she became a SVN® team 
member shortly thereafter. It turned out to be a good decision 
as she was awarded the SVN Trainer of the Year for 2015 and 
appointed to the SVN® Board of Advisors in 2016. Recently, 
Tomi Jo negotiated and announced a merger with Community 
Ventures|RE.
Tomi Jo enjoys skiing, running and hiking. She’s also on the 
Board of Directors of CREW, a commercial real estate women’s 
organization and is active in the United Way. Childhood literacy is 
a passion of hers. Promoting diversity and inclusion in commercial 
real estate is important to her as it is a predominantly male 
industry. As avid San Francisco 49er fans, Tomi Jo and Matt attend 
the games whenever they can.
In July 2019, the entire family went to Chile to experience skiing 
and everything else it had to offer. Their adventures included 
museums, mountain climbing and enjoying the local cuisine. 
Tomi Jo found it particularly poignant as she and her father had 
visited there when she was just 18. Matt noted the historical 

significance of the place, “The U.S. and Canadian Olympic Skiing 
Teams go there to train. The halls are lined with all these photos 
of incredible athletes.”
The twins enjoyed the trip too. As avid skiers and graduates 
of the Mount Rose Ski Team, they were ready to attack the 
mountain. Both of the girls are vocalists and are an instrumental 
element in an all-girl band called, The SocieTea. Avery and Austen 
love singing, playing guitar, ukulele and the keyboard. At age 9, 
they started attending JamPro Music Factory for voice training. 
Do they have aspirations for trying out for The Voice or American 
Idol? It all depends on what day you ask. They recognize the value 
of being someone behind the scenes like a music producer as 
well as being super famous as a singer in the spotlight. Besides 
enjoying music, they love to write and make a difference in the 
community. They both attend Swope Middle School and are in 
seventh grade.
Traveling is something this family takes seriously. A recent girls 
trip to New York City was pretty life changing for Avery and 
Austen as they began planning for the future. Tomi Jo recently 
accomplished hiking Mount Kilimanjaro in Tanzania, which is the 
tallest freestanding mountains in the world with a summit of 
19,340 feet above sea level. She conquered it with one of her 
best friends and her mother, followed by an African safari. Any 
chance this family has to travel, whether it’s a weekend trip to 
Tahoe or northern Nevada, they take it.
No matter if it’s traveling or enjoying all that northern Nevada 
has to offer, one thing is for sure—this family is on the move.


